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Odd Bits of Washington Life
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The President took his stance to drive and we could see his shoulders shake with chuckles of appreciation of Fitzgerald’s neat comeback.

HEN President Roosevelt found,

V@ upon moving into the White
House, that his home was In

his office or hizs office in his home, he
properly did what any of the five or six
Presilents preceding him would have been
in doing, demanded additions to
White official uses
for social purposes. There was
opposition to this by those of

Justified

the House, one for
amd one

not & little

that not unfamiliar makenp who can see

nothing but sacrilege in modifying an
antigue. They argued as if the White
House were an old tea cup or a grand-|
father's clock, valued for its antiguity,|
and the more amd less adapted
for its ostensible the more pre-
clous. |

3ut Hoosevelt's impeluosity won. Two|
wings, nicely designed to be inconsplcuous |
and not to detract from the beauty of the |
main building, were added to the White |
House: one, extended toward the Treasury
Building, contains ample space and facill- |
ties for handling, at a reception, hundreds
of guests who park the=ir wraps and hats
in corvidors where colored maids and valets
walt upon them, and fither along are
dressing rooms where women guests may
Ao thelr last bit of toilet adjustment and

eracked
purpose

give sueh modest aild to nature as a
powder puff effcets and where the vainer
of- the sexes, man, may adjust his tie,

smonth or disorder his hair as he prefers,
and in g¢ther ways prepare to conguer. |
From the floor where these aids arve avail- |
able guests ascend to the main  floor, |
where the handsome hall, the small parlors,
the state dining room and the impressive
East Room are the seenes of all the I:lrgel
socinl  affairs, |

That East Room has a fasclnation for |
me hecause it was there that Dolly Mﬂdivf
son is reported 1o have hung out to dry
the more important and fragile articles
of White House laundry. Through the
long windows of that handsome room one
may step out onto the tiled flat roof of |
the east extension on a4 summer night!

for after dinner coffee and cizars or for|
| tional aspirations would be fulfilled.

promenades between dances,

The Roosevell west wing is for official
uscs. There s the Cabinet room, and
there the President the secretary to
the President and the White House clerks
have their separate rooms, and there is
also a room for the press corcvespondents,

and

These extensions in no  degres detract
from the t sty or dignity of the White
House; they are low, and the lines are|

drawn with successful purpose to harmon-
e

isury By

Tre

not only with the famous old bullding, |
but also with the landscape; and as the|
east extensgion is flanked by the massive| Rudolph!—who said

By EDWARD W. TOWNSEND.

State-Army-Navy Building their bebom-
ing modesty is emphasized.

The Presidenl's large private office is
guarded at one door by the office of
the secretary to the President, and at
all other points of approach by experienced
and courteops Becret Service men who
have a wide acquaintance with Washing-
ton eranks, who are numeroas but gen-
erally of a harmless variety; those who
have cures for all governmental ills but
who are quietly shooed away with kindly
advice to take up their important business
with the thelr own home
town. -

The secretary to the President and the
executive clerk take proper care of nine
out of ten who make their business
calls at the offices and ask for interviews
with the President, but that remaining one-
tenth I8 numercus; yet if their business
can be done only with the President they
seldom fail to have a personal interview

constable of

with him. Any President, my own obh-| Mr. Tumulty had many surprising re-
servation leads me to believe, will in- | quests, and if he will write another book
convenlence himself rather than disap- | of his White House expeériences telling of

pui!rl visitors whose drge to mect him is
not! politiead, but it might be said senti-
mental,

Wilson Greets School Children.

An instance of this in which I was
concerned revealed a winsome phase of

President Wilson's oharacter which he is |

thought by many mot to possess. The
ecity of Newark, N. J., part of whi'h is
in the Congressional district I represented,
reached the venerable age of 2560
before it built a high school in a part of
the city known as the Iron Bound Dis-
trict, where are the homes of thousands
of industrial workers,
chanies, although Newark has the proud

record of establishing the second high
school in the United States. From the
time of the Connecticut Puritans whoe

founded Newark in 1666 until but a few
ago its  edueational authorities
seemed to believe that If the children of la-
borers were afforded opportunity to become
familiar with the three r's, thelr educa-
But

years

at Inst a high school was bullt In
Iron Bound District and the first class to
be gradoated was convoyed by the prin-
cipal and o woman  teacher tour
t Washington. In a letter to
hinted at the pleasure R
boys and givls of the
dent, I
of the executive
of Mr, Tumulty
Executive Clerk
and  diplomatic

the President

on &6
mo the
principal would
give the
they could meet the
the class to the entrance
offices and, in the absence
took up the matter with

Rudolph Forster-

clnss if

piloted

Wik
that

Ming and the west by the!was in conference but he would sce what | the

yoars |

largely skilled me- |

could be dona Presently be returned from
the President's private room, told me to
“Hne up the kids" and In a few minutes
Mr. Wilson would see them.

An officer opensd a seldom used door
to the private office and the children, all
smiles, filed in and passed the smiling
President, who had a word for each, shak-
ing hands and congratulating them that
their district had such a robust and whole-
gome name:  “Iron Bound, It should mean
much to you" “You'll make the district
proud of you." “First high school class
to be gradusted” “"From the Old Iron
| Bound.” *Glad to meel you plonecra®™
With expressions he rejoiced and
made proud the youngsters, When they
were grouped again on the White House
grounds it was a task to suppress their,
eager desire to give three cheers for the |
President, which would have shocked the
sedate and aristocratic dwellers on the
side of Jackson Sguare,

such

the unconventional side of his activities
thera he will be the author of a best seller.
Onca a Representative, American born of
| Irish parents, who affected a whimsical
Irish accent, asked Mr. Tumulty to loan
|him a White House automobile, “What
for? asked the amazed secretary.

|bronse Gen. Jackson on his p

| *I've a German constituent here who
controls o whole ward in my district,” the
Representative exclaimed. “If I can drive
' him around Washington in a White House
| enr and show him all the statues to German
I‘heroes, no man in his ward can cast a vote |
for-a Congressman other than me except |
in dunger of his 1ife.}

“German statues—where are they? |

“Lettve me to find them, Joe,” the appli- |
eant replied. & |

Mr., Tamulty's own car happened to be
parked outside the affice, 50 a way to gratify
| his friend was easy to devise. The German
Toss was tuken to the White House, Intro-
Id\lrr«d to Mr. Tumulty, who, after a 1ir.t]e,i
| muid to the Representative: “How would |
| your friend like ride around town In a
White House car?™ .

“An honor my constituent is well worthy
excluimed the Representa-

1

for to receive”
tive,

“I'd do this for no one but you. Xeep it
to yourself,” Mr. Tumulty warned. *“The
car ig Just by the gate oulside™ :

The Representative whispered to the |
chauffeur and they were off. As a resull
of thut whisper the car was driven slowly |
through “the elty of marble, sét to the |
lovely grove™

| statue: then it speeded
“There is the Kaiser himeell,” exclaimed

Representative as they whizseed by

exeept when it passed E\_r

cing steed
The Germaa gasped in delighted surprise.
“And there i8 Bismarck,” as Gen Thomas
was passed; “and Admiral Tirpite"” as they
whirled by Admiral du Pont In bronse;
“and here is Von Buelow,” and presently
the proud but astonished German was con-
vinced that he had caught fleeing glimpses
of statues raised to a dozen of Germany's
foremost martial heroes,

“Yes,” sald the [tepresentative, “I think
I have had most of them honored, but I'll
frankly admit it was hard work I some
cnges, PBut T never =ay dle—you know
that"”

“Your success s colossal!™ declared the
German. “T'll remember it"

*I'm fixed for reclection as long ne 1
live,” the Representative later assured Me.
Tumulty. *“Unless that German ocomes
down here some time and makes a tour of
Washington in a sightseelng bus, one of
those with an opator to nome all the
statues and everything.™

“And if bhe does? Mr. Tumulty asked.

“If he does” the Representautive replied
gloomily, "me for a one way ticket to Aus-
tralia.” -

That is one of scores of storiés Mr. Tu-
multy tells—but, a!nﬁ not in print—and
of course tells with infinite humor and
unciion I cannot consey in type,

The first big reception given by the Wil-
sons tixed even the enlarged facilities for
such affalrs, and while they withstood the
tax the famed East Room iteelf proved in-
adequate. That room. at big receptions, is
uséd as a reéservoir Into which the human
flond pours as It-will, but Is directed out
through a channel leading to the pariors
where the President stands at the head of
the receiving line. This outward flow s
contrelled by voung army and navy oficers
who mark with stk ropes the course of
guests as in single file they approach the
receiving line. The trouble arose from the
polite but urgent efforts of all those closely
packed In the East Room to reach the
siltken gate at the same time. Then somoe
bricht young social sid devised a scheme
which worked well and caused some merri-
ment. Reginning at the door leading from
the main hall into the Past Room and
running to the door leading to the recep-
tion parlors ran parallel lines of silk oond,
marking narrow Ilanes in the figure of
continued 8§'s, and guests could proceed
from entrance to exit only through these
curving paths, Some called thi= a “flood
control” others said It reminded them of
the which, T am told,
plays an important part in the process of
munufacturing  distilied bevernges The
device worked well at the second Wilson
reception.  The young social abis in their
dress uwniform beamed hospitably at the
discharging end of the coil, and in orderly

coil of copper tuls
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